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Disclaimer: Yes indeed these are real pictures from the Oracle Linux Administration training 
CD.  They have not been doctored but one or two might have been cropped slightly to better fit 
the new context.  This is a parody and in no way does the information presented here even 
closely resemble the training found on the actual CD.  The information presented herein is what I 
was able to glean from the pictures on the slides and interpreting their true meanings from my 
perspective.  Essentially about half the training is a picture like the ones shown here and about 
three to five sentences of text.  But who reads the text?  I mean really!  Especially when there are 
pictures that clearly relates the same information.  Right? 
 

This book is copyright 2009 by Ken Cooney.  All rights reserved. 
 

The images, including the “quiz”, are copyright 2003 NETg, a division of Thomas Learning. Inc.  As stated in the 
disclaimer, this is a parody covered under the Copyright Act in Section 107.  



Introduction 
 
You can throw away your “how do PCs work” checklist.  Think of PCs as a box of gears. 

 
 
Just like changing your oil filter, occasionally you will have to change the gears in your PC.  
When the gears turn dark blue and the box is all brown and yucky, it’s time to replace the gears. 

 
 



I cannot say it enough that proper disposal of blue gears is important.  Don’t think that you are 
safe because you have put up lots of protective layers that the blue gears can’t get out.  Blue 
gears can exit through gated communities and through other security.  They can disguise the 
yucky brown box and make it look grey, fooling security guards.  They are a sneaky bunch. 

 
Blue gears: [whistling innocently] We are innocent looking gears just taking a stroll. 
Guard:  You’re not going to make any trouble, are you? 
Blue gears: Oh no!  Our box is not all brown and yucky like some of those troublesome gears.  
We have a pristine grey box.  See? 
Guard: Alright, you can pass. 
Blue gears: YES!  Er, umm, I mean yes sir. 
 

 
For more information about gears, refer to the user manual that came with your PC. 



The Wizardy that Is Linux 
 
There are green hat wizard and they can do several things including giving copies of papers to 
PCs with hula hoops and PCs without hula hoops. 

 
 
Green hat wizards can pump out a ton of printed paper using this springy thing that works kind 
of like a chopper or maybe a stamper.  If you haven’t seen a chopper or stamper before, think of 
it as a slinky that just bounces up and down and produces printed paper.  On average, green hat 
wizards can produce seven times the number of printed documentation than your typical printer. 

 



 
After a given period of time, the green hat wizards will recycle paper.  They can do this on a 
schedule based on a time of day or a day of the week, month, or year.  See the user manual that 
came with your PC for further details. 
 

 
Yes, that means that you don’t need printers, which is a good thing.  I have seen robots having 
torrid love affairs with printers, walk off with them, elope to a deserted island, and get married.  
Legislation has been passed in 48 of the 50 states of the US that doesn’t recognize marriage 
between a robot and a printer.  Vermont and Iowa are the only states that have yet to pass this 
crucial legislation.  If you are a voter in either state, please contact your local house and senate 
representatives and pass bill HR-27819017.129.37 barring marriage between robots and printers. 



PCs and Folders 

 
Your computer stores data in folders that hold files.  The folders can degrade, however. 
“How do the folders degrade?” you ask.   
 

 
Well, it’s because of the blue gears of course!  Blue gears “get loose” in the system and run 
havoc.  They roll around and pull the ones and zeroes off the hard drives and squish them (as 
seen in our illustration above). 
 



 
You can a buy a gigantic Frankenstein switch that shoots out all of the bad gears from your PC.  
It retails for $119.99 and can be found on most computer store websites. 
 

 
If you clean up gears using the Frankenstein switch, it’s a good idea to put up a “Person at 
Work” sign like the one shown above.



 
The Frankenstein switch is actually a dual purpose switch.  If you put it in the green position, it 
will shoot out paper instead of blue gears.  You can then put those papers in tubes to keep them 
crisp, clean, and fresh.  The switch is easy to install; you don’t need to install hardware on your 
PC or install software from a polka dotted CD. 
 

 
There’s another advantage to putting paper in tubes.  Sometimes a computer can get all dusty and 
cobwebs can be found on your PC tower.  Tubes keep the paper fresh and as an added bonus they 
also retain that “just printed” smell if you put the papers in the tube immediately after printing 
them!  Tubes can be found at any PC store in the media storage section of the store or online if 
you search for them using the keyword “tubes”.



 
If your PC does get dusty and cobwebby, refer to your local yellow pages for PC cleaners in your 
area.  You may want to put blue duct tape on the opposing side of the “PC Cleaners” page to 
make it easier to find, as shown above. 
 



Ok … now is a good time to pause a bit for a tricky question.  Think hard. 

 
Yeah, I know.  Multiple guess questions can be a challenge. For those that may need hints, we 
provided a few of them in the ever-so-popular BW3 trivia format. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hint 1:   It’s no Nestea plunge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hint 2: It’s not a watch loaner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hint 3:  Do you really need a third hint?  Come on!  I mean really! 



PCs DOs and DON’Ts 
 

 
DON’T  run into your PC.  It might hurt and you may break the computer. 
 
 

 
DO massage your computer’s keyboard.  Computers like that. 
 

 
DON’T  color your hard disk with magic markers. 
DO unscrew imaginary stop lights drawn on paper. 



 

 
DON’T  put your hard drive in Tupperware containers. 
 
 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

 
Did you know that the largest shell found in the ocean is almost as big as your PC monitor?  
Pretty cool, huh? 



The Mysteries of Hard Drives Revealed 

 
Looking at parts of your hard drive cylinders using tiny magnifying glasses is ok so long as 
they’re not attached to your hard drive.  Looking at it with a regular sized magnifying glass is not 
okay.  You might burn a hole through the cylinders. 
 

 
You see.  Directories are actually connected by tiny chain links made of ones and zeroes.  Using 
a magnifying glass can burn a hole through the chain, effectively breaking it.   
 

 
Once the directory chain is broken, you might be tempted to put that cylinder in the trash.  Don’t! 



 
Chains CAN be fixed!  Contact your local PC repair shop for all the details. 
 

 
While we’re on the topic of hard drive disks, penguins like to eat the blue disks.  It tastes like 
candy to them.  You can contact your local PC recycling company to find out more information 
or contact the WWE. 
 
Also, if you decide to recycle your disks, don’t leave the hard drive exposed to the elements too 
long or the little gear particles will shoot out of the hard drive. 
 



 
When the gears shoot out of your hard drive due to prolonged exposure, it will cause a minor 
tornado of gear particles that will pull the ones and zeroes right out of the PC.  When this 
happens, your computer may catch on fire and the remaining ones and zeroes will burn right out 
of your PC. 
 
So, remember to replace the blue gears and when replacing those blue gears never leave the hard 
drive exposed to the elements for longer than absolutely necessary!  We can’t stress it enough!   
 

 
Note: If you want to discourage penguins from tampering with your PC and eating those sweet 
candy-like gear nuggets, you can create a cylinder launcher like the ones shown above …. but 
you didn’t hear that from us. 



Backing Up Data 

 
No one knows how many papers can be stored on a single tape drive.  It’s a magical process that 
only the green hat wizards know about.  But you can store a lot on one single tape drive. “How 
much?” you ask. 
 

 
Well, we conducted scientific tests in our lab and given a large enough tape, one tape can store 
an ENTIRE building!  Don’t ask us how.  Just accept it as fact.  Smaller buildings can be stored 
on giant floppy disks.  Doll houses can be stored on punch cards. 
 
 



 
Once you back up your folders, make sure to take some time to vacation on an island.  You 
deserve it! 
 

 
Before planning your vacation, you may want to call ahead using the direct line between your PC 
and the island and make reservations. 
 

 
The green hat wizard can send brown bagged lunches to you while you are on vacation.  See the 
user manual for details! 



 
Some people may circumvent the system and instead of sending brown bagged lunches to their 
island resort, they send brown bagged lunches to other people on their network.  This is not 
recommended. 
 

 
This abuse of privileges will piss off the green hat wizards and they will set the lunch on fire!!!   
You have been duly warned. 
 



Capturing Data 

 
You have probably heard the term “capturing data” but what the hell does it mean?  Well, PCs 
can be used to capture data.  Just put four PCs on the orthogonal corners of a hula hoop and you 
can trap the ones and zeroes and build a wooden fence around them and trap them inside! 
 
Note: You can’t just capture the ones.  The ones and zeroes are like the protons and electrons of 
the computer world.    Too much of one or the other could cause catastrophic things to happen.  
This is similar to having too many protons or electrons on one place.  It’s bad. 
 

 
For example: If you have too many “onetrons”, it can cause a blue hole.  This is like a black hole 
but it’s blue and it sucks in only blue stuff.  Items like this 10 gram weight or this clock or this 
pile of reflective paper won’t get sucked into the blue hole because they are not blue.



 
You can examine the center of the hula hoop to see if a vortex has occurred by using a large 
magnifying glass that is NOT BLUE.  It is recommended to monitor the center if you suspect 
that a blue hole may be forming because once it starts forming, you have no time to wait.  Get it?  
Time?  Weight?  Ha ha ha … I kill me! 
 

 
The center of the hula hoop can also capture other things …. like this blue stoplight.  Don’t ask 
me why you’d want to capture a blue stop light but this was one of the things we were able to 
capture during out rigorous tests. 



 
In fact, given a big enough hula hoop, you can capture the world.  This is why we don’t sell hula 
hoops of this size … to prevent evil scientists bent on “taking over the world”. 
 

One Final Note 

 
Okay, we’ll be the first to admit that our graphics department got a little “picture happy” with 
this last slide.  We don’t know what the fuck this means, but I’m sure it’s important. 
 



 
I hope you have learned a thing or two about computers.  If you have any further questions or 
need some clarification, feel free to send us a letter.  Drop it in any red mailbox you see and 
we’ll get it within five to seven working days and respond back with equaled speed. 
 

 
If you do write to us, don’t put your questions on scrolls as some scrolls are cursed by evil 
spirits.  Thank you. 


